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Newsletter Number 6, January 2004 

Editor: Heather Aspinall, 28 Suttor St, Ainslie 2602, stoiver@ozemail.com.au 

 
 

Welcome to TASDA for 2004 
 

Don’t forget to renew your membership for this year. Membership includes this quarterly 
newsletter on textile events in our region as well as access to the wonderful demonstrations at our 
monthly meetings and, of course, the fantastic workshops given by the talented members of our 
Association. It also gives you the opportunity of being a part of the TASDA Annual Exhibition and 
access to discounted specialist supplies. So fill out the membership form at the back of this 
newsletter or come along to our first meeting and renew your membership for the year – you really 
do get a lot for your $35

 

From the President  
Best wishes to all and your families for a 

healthy, safe and productive 2004. 
I say this advisedly because now is the 

time to plan your contribution to our 
Exhibition in September. No item too big or 
too small, we welcome them all. It  will amaze 
you how quickly September will arrive….. I 
know because I think I missed 2003 because 
it went by so fast. I heard someone on the 
radio yesterday with a saying they’d heard 
many years ago “ The passing of time is the 
only thing that stops it from all happening at 
once “Sometimes I think it feels like time is 
moving slowly and everything is catching up ! 

If you would like help, support, ideas, a 
person to discuss things with, the Committee 
is available for all the above. Our names are 
in the Newsletter and if we can’t help we can 
certainly direct you to someone who can. If 
you want to try something new, different to 
your usual medium, then our membership 
has such a wealth of talented people all 
willing to share to help you out, please use 
them. 

The Committee has been working hard on 
a program of workshops and Meeting 
activities for 2004. The list Gillian will 
present in the Newsletter is by no means 
complete and certainly may be re-arranged or 

added to if opportunities arise. We hope you 
will enjoy them as they certainly present a 
variety of activities. I thank all our presenters 
who give of their valuable time so freely. 

You need to be aware that the first 
workshop, Genesis Dyes with Robyn Diener, 
happens the week before the first meeting in 
February and Joan James’ Shibori dyeing the 
week after. We had such a great response to 
this one (it is full) that Joan has said she will 
run a 2nd one in the near future so keep your 
ear to the ground on that one. 

Remember, instead of the Fantasy Fashion 
Parade this year we will have something to do 
with showing finished items from  
workshops.  

The Bus Trip to Sydney will now happen 
on the 24th & 25th June, venues and costs to 
be announced. We chose weekdays as a lot of 
the places people have mentioned as a “must” 
are not open on the weekends. We will let you 
know in plenty of time. We already have a 
great start with 23 names on a list. If you 
want to add your name to that list just e-mail 
me. 

It was lovely to see so many at the 
Christmas Dinner at the Hyatt. We certainly 
finished off the year with as much 
enthusiasm as had been shown all through 
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the year. 2004 looks to be a great year for 
TASDA. 

See you at the meetings or a workshop 
somewhere…-- Sue 

 

Reports   
Workshops 
Stamping & Stencilling – 8th November 
2003 

I’ve heard through the grapevine that this 
workshop was very successful with many 
attendants saying how much they enjoyed the 
day. Lana Murray came with many of her 
supplies for fabric stamping and will be giving 
a demonstration later in the year (see ‘Diary’). 
See also TASDA’s Fun Day to get stamping and 
ready for our exhibition! – Ed. 

 
Silk Felting – 22nd November 2003 

Are you tempted, like me, to do one or more 
of the TASDA workshops? Well take my advice 
and ENROL NOW! Pay the deposit or the full 
amount at the next meeting or post it to Julie 
without delay because you will never regret the 
impulse or decision to do the workshops. 

What more do you want – a knowledgeable 
tutor who gives her all, enthusiastic members 
who are very friendly and caring and all the 
equipment set up for success. 

Creating with silk paper has intrigued me 
since Rona Harvey showed me her examples 
and I saw results by other members in 
exhibitions. I know I would never have made 
the time to learn by myself and when Marie 
Jensen’s workshop came up, I enrolled without 
hesitation. 

Marie passed on all her tips and 
suggestions, giving detailed instructions and 
information on how she obtained the results of 
her examples. We were taken step-by-step 
through the simple procedures and given 
explanations why it was important to follow a 
certain sequence to get the same results in silk 
paper making as the art pieces on display.  

One aspect of workshops that I thoroughly 
enjoy is the sharing of equipment and 
materials and the brainstorming of ideas that 
occur during the day. Marie gave us the chance 

to share and choose colour combinations and I 
will be asking if the ladies who had the blue 
colours may like to swap some for 
magenta/purple silk ends or orange/tan silk 
ends. Let me know. 

So don’t assume that one day you’ll get a 
“round to-it”. Book into a workshop now and 
enjoy the luxury of 6 hours of total absorption 
in a textile art form that can be continued at 
home. 

Many ‘thanks’ Marie from me and all your 
enthusiastic participants. – Robyn Diener 

 
Meetings 
Rag Rugs with Carolyn Minto – 17th 
November 2003 

Carolyn Minto brought in her extensive 
collection of rag rugs that she’d made and 
answered the many interested questions of 
members present. Carolyn described the two 
techniques for hooking rugs and showed us 
examples of each technique. The rugs were 
beautiful in their colours and ‘pointillist’ style 
and proved yet again the wondrous range of 
skills in our group. Thanks again Carolyn for 
showing us your amazing work – Ed. 

 
Christmas Dinner – 8th December 2003 

Around 50 members of TASDA (that’s 
almost all of us!) turned out splendidly attired 
for the TASDA Christmas dinner, held in the 
garden surrounds of the Promenade Café in 
the Hyatt Hotel. The 3 course buffet meal was 
sumptuous and filling, beautifully arranged 
and added greatly to the atmosphere of 
friendly banter emanating from the 3 
enormous tables stuffed with textile artists and 
other hangers’-on. A most enjoyable evening 
and a wonderful way to end the year. Thanks 
TASDA and to Gillian who organised it – Ed. 
 

 
  



 3 

 

 
 

 
Announcements & requests 
E-mail newsletter – we would like to send this 
newsletter electronically to members, to do our 
bit for the environment and save on postage 
costs. Would those members who are 
interested in receiving the newsletter 
electronically please email Heather Aspinall, 
stoiver@ozemail. com.au. There was no 
response from the last newsletter so please let 
me know if you’d like to receive it in this way. 
Eventually we hope to make it available to 
members on the new  website. 
 
Other ACT Textile Groups 
Textile Network, Invited speakers on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month, 7:30pm, Canberra 
School of Art Theatre (upstairs) $5 at the door. 
Contact: Marlene Greenwood, newsletter 
editor, e-mail whimsy@webone. com.au.. 
 
Canberra Spinners & Weavers, ‘Warped and 
Twisted 2004’, CSIRO Discovery Centre, 
Clunies Ross St, Black Mountain, April 30 – 
May 2, 2004. Many works for sale; gold coin 
donation welcomed. Contact: Susan Weisser, 
6231 9211, email weisser@homemail.com.au. 

 
Canberra Region Feltmakers, ‘Rapt in Felt’, 
27-30 May, 2004, CSIRO Discovery Centre, (as 
above). Open daily 10am-4pm. Annual 
exhibition showcasing felt works handcrafted 
by members of Canberra Region Feltmakers. 
Includes wearable art, fashion garments, 
artwork, dolls, bears, accessories, furnishings 
and more. Fashion parades Friday and 
Saturday. Contact: Betty Hudson, 6231 2669. 

Exhibitions 
‘Shibori ACT’ , Strathnairn Gallery, 90 
Stockdill Drive, Holt. Official opening, 6pm, 
March 16. The exhibition will then be open 
weekends March 20 – April 25, 2004. Contact: 
Joan James 6254 1605, email 
djjjames@webone.com.au. 

 
Conferences 
Mittagong FORUM, 12-18 April, 2004, 
information from TAFTA, www.ggcreations. 
com.au/tafta. 
 
5th International Shibori Symposium, 19-21 
March, 2004, RMIT University, Melbourne. 
Information from www.shibori.org.

 

 Handy Hints 
 

Zippers 
How many people get a big bump at the 

top of the zipper when stitching in a zip?   We 
always say that the heads are too big, don't we!  
Well, always buy a zipper longer than you need 
and cut the excess off after the zipper has been 
applied.  Remember to undo the zipper before 
cutting!  Then stitch across the top so that you 
don't loose the head! 

I acknowledge Claire Shaeffer for this 
technical tip which I have been using for a 
long, long time. 

Do you have trouble putting in a zipper?  
Do you find when putting in a zipper that one 
side of the fabric ends up a little longer than 
the other? Well the simple thing to do is to 
stabilize the 2 edges of the fabric and this will 
stop rippling.   For most sewing fabrics you can 
use a stay cut from a fusible interfacing fabric, 
follow the selvedge edge, but when sewing 
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lightweight fabrics or stretchy materials a sew-
in stay material is better, eg. a stay from 
lightweight lining material, again cut parallel 
to the selvedge. 

Cut stay 20mm wide and 3.5cm longer 
than the zipper opening. commence 15mm 
from one end, measure the opening on the 
tape, then before marking the length, subtract 
3mm for every 30cm. 

With the garment wrong side up, centre 
the stay over the seamline, matching the marks 
on the tape with the top and bottom of the 
opening.  Ease the fabric to fit the stay.  Fuse 
the stay in place, or sew it permanently with a 
larger stitch just inside the seam line.  Then 
proceed to apply the zipper. Happy sewing - 
Bonnie 

 
Book Review                                                            

 
 

The Art of Manipulating Fabric  
by Colette Wolff 
Chilton Book Company 1996 
ISBN 0 8019 8496 3 

If you are interested in wearable art, or 
making your machine embroidery look truly 
three dimensional, then you will be interested 
in this book. This work is not just a book it is 
more of an encyclopaedia or reference book for 
manipulating fabric. It is a book you will come 
back to for knowledge and stimulation time 
and time again. 

What does this book cover? There are 
thirteen chapters: gathering; shirring; ruffles; 
flounces; godets; pleating; smocking; tucking; 
cording; quilting; stuffing; darts and a final 
chapter on mixed manipulation. If we look at 
the chapter on tucking we will find that eleven 
aspects of tucking are covered. One of these 
aspects is called standard tucks. There are 
seven categories of standard tucks and 
another four under the heading of variations. 
These include: designer tucks, cross tucking, 
random tucking and mock tucking which all 
sound interesting to me. At the risk of boring 
you with all this detail, I am trying to impress 
upon you what a comprehensive body of work 
is in this book. 

How is the material presented? If you look 
at the heading of standard tucks you will find 

each of the seven categories listed is clearly 
defined and supported by a diagram so it is 
easy to understand exactly what the author 
means by ‘double and centred tucks’. There is a 
section on procedures which explains exactly 
how to achieve a specific technique. The author 
has very carefully used numbered paragraphs, 
headings, dot points, a, b, c etc. to ensure that 
the reader can easily follow all the instructions. 
Accompanying the written instructions are 
excellent and relevant diagrams and photos of 
the finished samples or items. 

When I first looked at this book I turned my 
nose up because it wasn’t in colour. However 
the work in the black and white photos looks 
so amazing that it overcame my initial 
reluctance. Oohing and aahing over the work 
in the photos, I thought that, knowing my 
ability, the work would be beyond me. 
However, if you are a beginner, the book very 
carefully starts with the basics and leads you 
gently to the more dramatic looking 
techniques. 

I am sure this book will be a great 
companion for anyone who is looking for ways 
to expand their boundaries. 

 - Barbara Kelly 
 

 
Thinking about Making Things 

 
This story is not about fabrics but has a 

good message.  
His fingers are long and tapered although 

the nails are square cut. The thumb is long and 
turns out from the palm. Yet the hands are 
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large, muscular and strong. His body is athletic 
with slim hips and wider shoulders. He twists 
vigorously as he works. These observations are 
taken from photographs in a book I bought 
and have treasured for years. It is entitled 
‘Finding One’s Way with Clay’ and I found it in 
a funny little bookshop in Sydney. 

Although the book has many tips on how to 
work with clay it isn’t really a book about 
craftwork at all. It is about people; but more 
than that it is about Paulus Berensohn and the 
way he relates to others. 

I got to know Paulus gradually. In the 
beginning just flicking through his book; 
looking at the pictures; enjoying the organic 
forms he’d made.  I’d seen some of his ideas 
before and didn’t at first realise they were his. 
Not copied but invented. You know those 
‘Japanesie’ sort of small uneven type pots 
appearing to be made by nature and picked up 
in the forest. My girlfriends when I was 
younger used to place these on windowsills or 
on one corner of a coffee table beside a book. 

Paulus makes the most sensual surfaces. 
Eventually I read the text only to find that 

although he was a famous teacher of pottery he 
didn’t believe in demonstrating a method or 
correcting a student. Instead he would begin 
working as if he were alone and then allowed 
the students to follow if they wished or to 
experiment and eventually find their own way, 
as he had. Of course as a Master in his field 
with small groups of adult students his 
teaching differed from my own in a busy High 
School where sessions ended abruptly and the 
thirty students strode off. But I discovered that 
he had in fact a wonderful teaching method 
that I could tap into. Like Paulus I had found 
students seldom ‘honoured the materials’ they 
were to use. They underestimated the potential 
of simple things so I followed this quiet lesson 
he outlined. 

Firstly the Art Room became a quiet, 
meditative place. ‘Yes, Jason I just want you to 
sit down quietly. Don’t speak once you come 
through that door’. ‘Place your hands on the 
table, quite still for a few minutes and then 
close your eyes’. That was when I quietly gave 
each a ball of clay. ‘Don’t work it yet’ I said in a 
soft voice. ‘Now feel the roundness of it and 
when you are ready push your thumb into it as 
far as you can until you feel your other hand 
through the clay’. This is a beautiful feeling 

and the students could be seen concentrating. 
Next they open the pot out, feeling, still with 
eyes closed, for uneven areas. I assure them 
that what they are doing will be worthwhile. 
Some smile a soft personal smile. This is when 
I put the quiet music on. No one looks up. 
Finally we begin stroking, smooth even 
movements to the rhythm. I tell them that if 
they do this well the surface will be so shiny 
they will think it has been glazed. About ten 
minutes before the end of the class they open 
their eyes and cut the top to finish the pot. 

This is a surefire lesson. The kids always 
enjoy it and ask for more. Even the burley boys 
from Year 10 are captivated. There’s no mess, 
no noise and everyone makes something 
beautiful to take home. 

But then Paulus has another warning for 
me. 

He tells a story about one of his students 
who after experimenting with coils came and 
said that she had found a great way to make 
pottery owls. Paulus shudders to think that in 
his inspiring class someone would think that 
they could make something as trite and cute as 
that! But he held his tongue, took a deep 
breath and began talking about owls in an 
inspirational way: symbolic birds of wisdom, of 
the night, of a lonely haunting call. She 
listened and went away eyes sparkling. At the 
end of the lesson she came and told him how 
much she had enjoyed it. She said that in the 
past whenever she had wanted to make owls 
her teachers had all said they were trite and 
too cute and had not allowed it. But Paulus had 
shown her that if she wanted to make owls 
then she could and she should. 

He wrote that one always has to find one’s 
own way. I was reminded that we all have a 
readiness moment and it is useless trying to 
push beyond it. 

In life as in pottery it is important, he says, 
to remember that everything is just an 
exercise; see it as just that; trying not to define 
what you make as good or bad, ugly or 
beautiful. In a very real sense, in everything, 
failure can be viewed as a privilege. To make 
something perfectly at the first try leaves you 
with only a souvenir; whereas getting lost may 
afford you the opportunity to stop, re-examine 
and gain the 
confidence to go on. -- Marie Henkel
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 Diary 
 

 
Workshops Meeting 
February  
14th Robyn Diener, Genesis Dyes, (5 

places left) 
16th Joan James, Shibori, 7.15pm, Irish 

Club, Weston 
 

21st Joan James, Shibori Dyeing, at 
Strathnairn Gallery, see 
‘Exhibitions’ above (Full - 2nd 
workshop later in 2004 TBA) 

 

March  
13th Fun Day, Bag Stamping, 12noon – 

4pm, $5. Get ready for our 2004 
raffle! 

 

15th Carolyn Minto, Photos to Fabric, 
7.15pm, Irish Club, Weston 

 

27th Caroll Pichelmann, Butterfly Wings 
& Delicate Things, learn to make 
pojagi squares, use Angelina fibres, 
plant, print rubbings & more (8 
places left-venue TBA) 

 

 

April  
Date TBA 
 
 

Date TBA Susan Hey, Scrapbooking 
 

May  
15th  Susan Hey, Creative Memories 
 

Date TBA Bring and Buy excess Stuff 
 

June  
12th Norrie Mitchell, Tassels 
 

Date TBA Lana Murray, Stamp Artist 
 
 

July  
Date TBA Marie Henkel, Fabric Collage 
 

Date TBA 
 
 

October  
Date TBA Patrica Fowler, Alter Ego Dyeing 
 

Date TBA 
 
 

November  
Date TBA Joan James, Shibori (repeat) 
 Heather Aspinall, Tambour 

Embroidery 
 

Date TBA Members’ suitcase sale 
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WORKSHOP ENROLMENT FORM 
NAME: 
ADDRESS: 
POSTCODE: 
PHONE: 
EMAIL: 
WORKSHOP TITLE DATE COST PAID 
Genesis Dyes Saturday, 14th February  
Fun Day – Bag Stamping Saturday, 13th March  
Butterfly Wings etc. Saturday, 27th March  
Creative Memories Saturday, 15th May  
Tassels Saturday, 12th June  
Fabric Collage Saturday, July  
Alter Ego Dyes Saturday, October  
Shibori (repeat) Saturday, November  
Tambour Embroidery Saturday, November  
 TOTAL ENCLOSED: $ 
Workshop Fee: $35 Members, Materials fee set by tutor. 
Send cheque & form to Gillian Simpson, 10 Lyle Pl, Chifley 2606. 
Payment is expected two weeks prior to workshop date. 
Workshop Venue: Kippax Uniting Church Community Centre, Cnr Luke & Hardwick Cr, Holt (opp. 
Kippax Fair) unless otherwise specified. 
Workshop Time: Saturdays 10am-4pm, BYO lunch, tea & coffee supplied. 

 
 

 
TASDA MEMBERSHIP 2004  (Textile and Surface Design Association Inc) 
Annual membership: $35* (Membership 1st January - 31st December) 
Half year membership: $18* (New members only. 1st July - 31st December) 
(* Membership includes Associate Member status at the Irish Club, Weston.) 
[Discount membership available in special circumstances: see Membership Secretary] 
 
SURNAME ....................................................  FIRST NAME..............................................................  
ADDRESS ...................................................... ......................................................................................  
........................................................................ ......................................................................................  
........................................................................ POST CODE.................................................................  
PHONE .......................................................... FAX ..............................................................................   
E-MAIL........................................................... ......................................................................................  
WEB ............................................................... ......................................................................................  
 
DECLARATION : May we print your name, address and contact details on membership lists in our 
Newsletter (available to members only)?  YES/NO (Please circle) 
 
Date ................................................................  Signed .........................................................................  
 
Please pay for your membership at the monthly meeting or send a cheque with your membership form to the 
Treasurer, Julie Allen, 5 Moruya Circuit, Kaleen 2617– please do not send the form or cheque to the Membership 
coordinator. 

 
Administration use only: 
Membership payment received YES/NO DATE ........................................................  
Payment receipted YES/NO DATE ........................................................  

Member since     DATE ........................................................  
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SUPPLIES AVAILABLE FOR SALE TO TASDA MEMBERS 
Non-members add $1 per metre and scarf. Members’ own use is discounted. Not for classes of non-members. To place an 
order please contact Bonnie Begg, 19 Colvin St, Hughes, 2605, Ph: 6281 3487, email: bbjbegg@austarmetro.com.au before a 
workshop for your order to be delivered to the workshop. Sales also available by arrangement with Bonnie and at most 
meetings. Payment should be made at time of 
collection or be included with workshop fees. Prices subject to change without notice.

 
Silks Weight Width Unit Price Quantity Price 
Habutai 8mm 114cm $8.25m   
Twill 12mm 114cm $12.50m   
Organza 5.5mm 107cm $8.50m   
Gauze Chiffon 3.5mm 114cm $6.25m   
Dupion 17mm 114cm $12.50m   
Crepe de Chine 14mm 114cm $12.00m   
Georgette 8mm 114cm $9.50m   
Georgette 10mm 114cm $11.00m   
Satin Crepe 12mm 114cm $11.50m   
Jacquards 15.5mm 114cm $13.50m   
Velvet 18% silk/ 82% rayon  114cm $23.00m   
Scarves      
Habutai  90cm square $8.00ea   
Habutai  148x27cm $6.80ea   
Chiffon long   $7.00ea   
Velvet plain long   $15.00ea   
Velvet plain square   $16.00ea   
Velvet devoré  Various styles From $15-$24   
Satin devoré  Various styles From $15-$24   
Interfacing      
Fusible pellon   $5.50m   
Fusible vilene  for 
embroidery 

  $2.50m   

Dyes      
Set of 10 Drimalan in 
dropper bottles 

  $35.00 set   

Steamer   COST TBA   
Empty dropper bottles   $0.80ea   
    TOTAL  $ 

 

 

TASDA Committee 2004 
 

President Sue Barratt 6281 6189 sueken@atrax.net.au 
Past President Bonnie Begg 6281 3487 bbjbegg@austarmetro.com.au 
Treasurer Julie Allen 6241 5198 allens@netspeed.com.au 
Treas/Sec. Assistant Robyn Diener 6258 1891 cdiener@ozemail.com.au 
Secretary Barbara Kelly 6257 7736 Kellypaul@ozemail.com.au 
Newsletter/Web Heather Aspinall 6247 1137 stoiver@ozemail.com.au 
Publicity Sonia Burke 6291 4022 sntburke@ozemail.com.au 
Publicity Assistant Susan Hey 6259 2830 eternityde@austarmetro.com.au 
Minute Secretary Marie Henkel 6286 1055  
Min.Sec. Assistant Margaret Ford 6292 3698 margaret.ford19@telstra.com.au 
Workshop Coordinator Gillian Simpson 6281 0701 sullsim@bigpond.com.au 
Membership Secretary Patricia Fowler 6297 6947 pfowler@hn.ozemail.com.au 
Social Coordinator Philippa Leask 6251 1682 parl@pobox.com 
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Bonnie Begg’s Textile School 
Workshops for 2004 

 
Alan Tremain Heliographic Dyeing Techniques for Fabrics, 28-29 February 2004 

Ana Lisa Hedstrom Pleat/Repeat (Shibori), 3-4 April 2004 
Waltraud Reiner The Artist’s HandFelted Chapeau, 24-25 April 2004 

 
Venue: Art/Textile Room, Radford College, 9.30am-4.30pm 

Workshops cost $125 ea + materials costs 
 

Please contact Bonnie Begg for more information about workshops or Sewing/ 
Ladies Contemporary Tailoring classes 

19 Colvin St, Hughes, 2605, email: bbjbegg@austarmetro.com.au, Ph: 6281 3487, 
Mob: 0416 22 5073. 

 


