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Newsletter Number 11, May 2005 
Editor: Heather Aspinall, 28 Suttor St, Ainslie 2602, act_textile_arts@ozemail.com.au 

 
 

Welcome to New Members 
 

Gill Burke, Andrea Carew, Suzanne Clark, Robyne D’Argeavel, Barbara Jackson, Merle Ketley, Kate 
McKenzie, Teresa Morey, Janice Neal, Donna Sunderland. We hope you all enjoy your membership of 
TASDA! Please feel free to ask any member of the committee if you need any information. 

 
Don’ t forget that if you haven’ t renewed your  membership for  this year  then this will be 

your  last issue of the TASDA newsletter . For the minimal fee of $35 (which includes associate 
membership of the Canberra Irish Club) you receive this quarterly newsletter on textile events in our region 
as well as access to the wonderful demonstrations at our monthly meetings and, of course, the fantastic 
workshops given by the talented members of our Association throughout the year. It also gives you the 
opportunity to be a part of the Annual Exhibition and access to discounted specialist supplies. So please fill 
out the membership forms at the back of this newsletter and come along to the next meeting to renew your 
membership. 

 
 

From the President  
 
I can’ t believe it’s May already! I’ d actually 

like to savour retirement but the days go by so 
fast. 

In March, our 8 representatives acquitted 
themselves extraordinarily well at the Royal 
Easter Show in Sydney. It soon became apparent 
there were lots of people very interested in the 
techniques and the gorgeous finished products but 
were dismayed by the fact that they had to come 
to Canberra to attend our workshops!!!. There will 
be more knowledgeable discussions if we are 
invited again. One lovely aspect to come out of 
the exercise was the fellowship of the participants 
and their enjoyment of each other’ s company 
which leads us to consider the idea of ‘ retreats’ . I 
know the Felters go to Thredbo for weekends and 
Judy Davidson has given us a flyer for a lovely 
place out of Bungendore so keep tuned. 

We now enter the mad period of the 
year……at the April meeting Barbara passed 
around lists for people willing to man our displays 
at the Australian Craft Show on June 3-4, the 
Tsunami Market Day at Gorman House on 

Saturday June 18th, and the Bus Markets Textile 
day on Sunday June 19th.  If you have some time 
on any of these days could you let Barbara know 
via e-mail or telephone. kellypaul@ozemail.com.au, 
62577736. Every little bit helps. 

Before the next newsletter we’ ll be looking for 
people to help at the Craft and Quilt Show in 
August. We will have a larger area than last year 
(up in the area near the quilts) and will be able to 
showcase our talents to much better advantage 
than last year. This one needs a goodly number of 
helpers. We are also looking into bulk purchasing 
tickets to help with a little saving so keep 
listening at the meetings.  

Barbara put out a list for the bus trip to 
Sydney. June 23/24.…to visit fabric places….this 
year we will provide a free afternoon in Sydney 
on Thursday afternoon for people to take up the 
opportunity to attend the Craft Show at Darling 
Harbour. If you don’ t wish to do that you can visit 
all sorts of places…..the bead shop and button 
shop at the Rocks (a reliable number of sources 
say that they are great). We are trying to make 
time to go to Tessuti’s at Bondi Junction 
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(fabulous fabrics) and Batik Oetoro where you 
can purchase a whole range of dyes and other 
agents for discharging, overdyeing etc. We will 
finish in Cabramatta at those gorgeous fabric 
shops hopefully after visiting Newtown (bead 
shop, button shop, Fine Wools Direct) 

The cost will be between $90-$115 depending 
on numbers and your preferences for sharing in 
the hotel which would be the Ibis we used last 
year if possible. If you wish to join us, please 
send a $50 deposit to the PO Box address and 
when we know numbers we can advise the final 
price. We need to know ASAP so could you e-
mail or ring Barbara. 

Because we are involved in so many displays 
in June WE NEED BAGS.  Could you please 
make sure we have as many bags as possible by 
the May meeting. It is imperative we have a great 
display as we will begin selling raffle tickets at 
the Craft Show . 

At this point I’d like to sincerely thank those 
people who are willing to share new techniques, 
their own expertise and time to show us how at 
the Meeting Activities. It has really snowballed 
after our initial efforts and I think it has become a 
lovely sharing time for us all. I know they have 
started some people in entirely new directions and 

given lots of others ideas to incorporate into their 
textile experiences. At this point our year’s 
meeting calendar is almost fully booked. Thank 
you once again. 

This next week (May 3rd) begins our foray into 
weekday workshops. Thanks to Sonia and 
Maureen who are prepared to give some of their 
precious time so members with family 
responsibilities at the weekend can participate in 
our very versatile program of workshops. If all 
goes well then there will be more. 

Your Committee is gearing up for the publicity 
needed for our own exhibition. Susan Hey has 
already designed and had printed our flyers and 
they are absolutely gorgeous. I hope you are all 
working on something for the Exhibition 
Display….Rags to Riches…. I can’ t wait as it 
never ceases to thrill me to look at it, puff out my 
chest and be so proud to be a member of such a 
talented group of women. 

Keep doing!!!! 
Cheers 
Sue 

Reports   
 

Meetings 
Julie Allen’s ‘Stash’  sale – February 21st, 2005 

The sale of Julie’s stash was very successful 
with little left afterwards. Dianne reports that the 
proceeds from the night totalled $622.50 so thank 
you to all who came to the meeting and bought 
something. Some of the proceeds have been spent 
on supplies for our upcoming exhibition – we’ ll let 
you know what happens to the rest as it’ s decided. 
The results of the Summer Book Challenge were 
beautifully displayed at this meeting also and many 
‘oohs & aahs’  were heard over other people’s 
diligent efforts. ‘Show & Tell’  included button 
necklaces and Jan Collins’  students with their 
intricate and beautiful beaded ropes – Ed. 

 
Natural dyeing – March 21st, 2005 

This meeting was a busy evening full of news 
and Marlene Greenwood’s buttons being sold. Ola 
Robertson gave a very informative session on 
natural dyeing and photo transfer techniques 

showing us some of her beautiful and delicate 
textiles. Ola, Suzie Swinton & others who had 
attended Bonnie’s workshop on natural dyeing also 
had many wonderful specimens for ‘Show & Tell’ . 
I’ ve included some of their recipes in the Handy 
Hints section later in the newsletter – Ed.  

 
Gillian Hill ‘Chenille’  – April 18th, 2005 

Gillian Hill showed us with many samples and 
stages of the technique how easy it is to make 
chenille and what a versatile technique it is. This 
was wonderfully supported by members who 
modeled some of their own and Gillian’s chenille 
garments. See the Handy Hints section for 
recommended books and a summary of Gillian’s 
talk. Also ‘Show & Tell’  was amazing with shibori 
dyed velvet from another of Bonnie’s workshops 
taught by Patricia Black, a Forum tutor – Ed.  
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Workshops 
Jan Collins ‘Crocheted Bead Rope’  – February 
12th, 2005 

The second Saturday in February at the 
Spotlight classroom 10 or 12 TASDA ladies 
gathered for Jan’s wonderful Crochet Bead Rope 
workshop. 

Having made a quick visit to Spotlight itself to 
purchase those forgotten items on the list, and 
glance at the beads (did I have enough? Can’ t have 
too many beads can I?) I joined the others settling 
themselves and their ‘stuff’  around the large table. 

Jan got us started by threading beads on to our 
thread with the oh so useful large eyed needle, this 
took considerable concentration to make sure the 
colours were in the right order. It took quite a long 
time but at last the required length was achieved. 

If we thought that was hard the actual crochet 
was harder. The first and second rounds were very 
hard and many flower shapes instead of tubes were 
made, but Jan was very patient helping, soothing 
frayed tempers and exasperated students. We learnt 
that a different coloured thread to beads was an 
advantage, making it easier to see where to put the 
hook next. I was delighted with the new technique I 
learnt, thank you Jan, when is the next one? – 
Philippa Leask. 

 
Heather Aspinall ‘Tambour beading’  – March 
12th, 2005 

I would like to thank Heather Aspinall for the 
wonderful Tambour Beading Workshop held on 
March 12th. Since there was only a small number of 
people that could attend on that date, it would 
normally have been cancelled, however, Heather, 
with her usual generosity of spirit and kindness, 
invited us into her home where we had such a 
lovely time. 

The atmosphere was so conducive to creativity 
and learning.  It was really special.  We three were 
privileged to have Heather©s attention all to 
ourselves, and this was terrific especially for me.  I 
learn so well under those conditions. 

Never-the-less, Tambour Beading is not as easy 
as Heather makes it look. She got us to a point 
where we could confidently go home and practice, 
and work up that knack and rhythm that is needed. 

Thank you Heather – Elaine Dyason 

 
Judy Davidson & Gillian Simpson ‘Overlocking’  – 
March 2005 

Unfortunately Judy & Gillian’s workshop was 
cancelled due to insufficient enrolments. However, 
if you are interested in learning this interesting 
technique of weaving together long strings of 
overlocked thread and using overlocking as an 
interesting textile edging please let Gillian know. 
Perhaps if there’s enough interest the workshop 
might be rescheduled for later in the year. – Ed. 

 
Sonia Burke ‘Papillon Evening Bag’  – May 3rd, 
2005 

This was a midweek workshop and six of us met 
in Sonia Burke’s workroom to set up our machines 
and the materials from the requirement list, 
including two zips. Zips are not my forte so it was a 
great relief to discover that these zips were just laid 
on the bag and precise sewing was not required! 
This ‘make it easy’  approach epitomised the tone of 
this workshop. Sonia inspired us with her samples. 
She explained very clearly what to do at each stage: 
starting with the crazy patchwork technique with 
tips on size and placement of your best pieces of 
scraps; then where to place the zips; next how to 
‘ tune’  your machine to troubleshoot any problems 
with free machine embroidery, and how to put the 
bag together. Sonia demonstrated a range of 
techniques for free machine embroidery and freely 
gave us lots of tips that she finds useful to create 
the finish that looks so fabulous and difficult. The 
members worked hard, we had morning tea, 
courtesy of Pearl, on the run. Sonia had to make the 
tea because we were too busy. We did stop for a 
very nice lunch, contributed and shared by the 
participants, but we had to rush back to set the 
machines whirring again. We stopped an hour after 
the listed finish time with a bit more work to do to 
complete our bags. When you see these nifty bags 
at our next meeting, I’m sure you will see what a 
productive and fun day we had! A big thanks to 
Sonia for sharing her expertise, her constant 
encouragement and for letting us use her home. – 
Barbara Kelly 
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Announcements &  requests 
Newsletter distribution, please note that due to 
difficulties with the mail out of newsletters, those 
members receiving the email version will receive 
their copies the week before the general meeting. If 
you receive the ‘snail mail’  version please come to 
the meeting to collect your copy. Anyone not able 
to attend will have their copy mailed to them after 
the meeting. Please email me if you want the e-
version to stay as up-to-date as possible. 
stoiver@ozemail.com.au. 
 
Australian Craft Show, June 3rd – 5th, National 
Convention Centre, Constitution Ave, Civic. 10am-
6pm daily, Fri 10am-9pm. www.australiancraftshow. 
com.au. Entry: Adults $7, Conc.$5, Kids under 12 
free. As Sue mentioned above if you’d like to help 
out with the TASDA stall please contact Barbara 
Kelly, Ph: 6257 7736, email: kellypaul@ 
ozemail.com.au. We need any bags that aren’ t 
delivered to the next meeting to be dropped off at 
the following locations by Thursday, June 2nd, 
Please ring before leaving your bags: 
Civic – Barbara Kelly 6257 7736 
Woden – Sue Barrett 6281 6189 
Tuggeranong – Margaret Ford 6292 3698 
 
Tsunami Market Day, Saturday, June 18th in the 
Embroiderer’s Guild Hall, Gorman House, Ainslie 
Ave, Braddon. We are asking members to donate 
items for sale - mainly small things that will sell for 
less than $30 (please price your own items). Ideas 
include Bookmarks, small bags of mixed 
thread/fibre, earrings, cards, jars of preserves, etc. 
Held jointly with the other ACT Textile Groups, 
proceeds to go directly to a charity for women 
affected by the Tsunami in Indonesia. Contact 
Barbara Kelly, as above, to place your name on the 
roster. Bring your items to the next meeting or drop 
off at the above locations by June 14th. 

 
Kingston Bus Depot Markets Wool Day May 22nd 
& Textile Day, June 19th. 49 Wentworth Ave, 
Kingston. TASDA will be selling raffle tickets and 
promoting our exhibition on June 19 so please let 
Barbara Kelly know if you’d like to help out on the 
stall. 
 

Sydney Bus Trip, please send your $50 deposit to 
Dianne Coward as soon as possible if you want to 
come on this great trip to stock up on supplies in 
Sydney. June 23rd-24th, where we’ ll be visiting the 
Sydney version of the Australian Craft & Quilt Fair 
as well as stores in Newtown, Cabramatta and 
elsewhere. 
 
Australian Craft & Quilt Fair (Canberra), 
Exhibition Park, Mitchell, August 11th - 14th 2005. 
www.craftfair.com.au, Ph: (02) 9452 7575. 
 
Exhibition Bags, please bring any bags you are 
planning to donate to the exhibition raffle along to 
the May meeting for display at all of the above 
events. The more we have to display the better we 
sell those tickets and generate interest in our 
exhibition. Don’ t forget the theme this year is 
‘Rags to Riches’ , so perhaps an evening bag might 
inspire you. 
 
Other ACT Textile Groups 
Textile Network, Invited speakers on the 2nd 
Thursday of each month, 7:30pm, Canberra School 
of Art Theatre (upstairs) $5 at the door. May 12th – 
Lucie Verhelst & Emma Rees, Dwellings: work 
currently showing at Mawson Gallery, June 9th - 
Barbara Jackson, From Here to Eternity: Art 
Journals, a visual journey through Cambodia, 
Vietnam & India plus the Textile Network website 
launch, No meeting in July, August 11th – Monique 
van Nieuwland, "the shroud as a contemporary 
textile art form". Contact: Maureen Mutton, 
newsletter editor, e-mail muttonfamily@ 
netspeed.com.au. 
 
Canberra Region Feltmakers, Next meeting, 
10.30am, Saturday, February 26th 2005, Lions 
Westwood Farm, Kambah Pool Rd, Kambah. ‘Rapt 
in Felt’ , May 26th-29th 2005, CSIRO Discovery 
Centre, Clunies Ross St, 10am-4pm. Parades Fri. & 
Sat. Contact: Betty Hudson, 6231 2669. 
 
Exhibitions 

Cloth & Clay: Ancient Traditions and New 
Perspectives, April 16th 2005 – May 18th 2005, 
Strathnairn Homestead Gallery, 90 Stockdill Dr, 
Holt. Exhibiting artists include Debra Boyd-
Goggin, Marli Popple, Kevin Schamburg, Bonnie 
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Begg, Joan James, Avi Amesbury, Dimity Goldie, 
Sally Howes, John Heaney and Alex de Voss. Open 
weekends, 10am-4.30pm. 

Cocoon, April 13th – May 10th, The Hive, 25 
Lonsdale St, Braddon. Textile & sculptural work by 
Alex Asch, Mariana del Castillo, Linda Davy, 
Jackie Hartley & Aly Peel. Contact: 6257 9700, 
www.thehive.turn.to 

Dwellings, April 13th - May 15th, Mawson Gallery, 
63 Wilkins St, Mawson. Group exhibition of 4 
textile artists; Belinda Jessup, Martine Peters, 
Emma Rees, Lucie Verhelst. www.mawson 
gallery.com. 

CraftACT: Craft & Design Centre, Level 1 North 
Building, 180 London Circuit, Civic. 
www.craftact.org.au, Gardenesque: Carole Wilson 
& Louise Saxton, June 2nd – July 3rd, a touring 
exhibit from Ballarat Fine Art Gallery featuring 
mixed media works that rescue domestic historical 
material including wool carpets & hand cut 
wallpaper. 

VCE Top Designs, Melbourne Museum, 
Melbourne, March 5th – July 10th, 2005. Design 
work by the best of the Year 12 students in Victoria 
last year, including a section devoted to ‘Works in 
fibre, yarn, fabric’ . 

The Shoe Must Go On!, Marika Harvey’s Shoe 
Collection, Canberra Museum & Art Gallery, North 
Building, London Circuit, Civic. April 30 – July 
31, 2005.  

Kylie, National Portrait Gallery, Old Parliament 
House, 13th May – 14th August. Includes costumes 
from Kylie Minogue’s long career. 

Conferences 
Geelong FORUM, 25th September – 1st October, 
2005, Geelong, Victoria, some vacancies may still 
be available, information from Janet de Boer, 
TAFTA, email: tafta@iinet.net.au or phone (07) 3300 
6491. 

 
Feltmakers Convergence, 8th Southern Hemisphere, 
October 2nd-8th, 2005, Canberra. To go on their 
mailing list for information contact: Liz Evans, 
email: lizdave@netspeed.com.au or Betty Hudson, 
email: bettyhudson@dodo.com.au (use Felt 2005 as 
subject). 
 
6th International Shibori Symposium (ISS ©05), 
May 14th - 17th, 2005, Tama Arts University, 
Tokyo, Japan.  www.shibori.org. Contact by email: 
shibori8@pacbell.net.  
 
2nd Australian Millinery Convention, 14th-20th July. 
Contact: Lorraine Gill (08) 8263 5960, email: 
lgcreations@picknowl.com.au, Adelaide. Details 
on the TAFE SA website under News & Events, 
www.tafe.sa.edu.au. 

 
Wearable Ar t &  Ar t-to-wear Parades 

New Zealand’s World of Wearable Art, Sept 23rd-
25th, Sept 30th-Oct 2nd, 2005, Wellington Events 
Centre, NZ. www.worldofwearableart.com. 
 
Fashion Fantasia, Saturday November 12th, Wrest 
Point Casino, Hobart, Tasmania. Closing date for 
entries, September 30, 2005. www.fashionfantasia. 
com.au. 

 
.
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Natural Dyes 
For completely non-repeatable but beautiful natural colours several members reported on natural dyeing 
techniques they had learned at one of Bonnie’s workshops. Using found leaves and bark, natural fibre 
fabrics and fairly simple mordants they were able to ‘ show & tell’  some stunning pieces of fabric. By 
boiling leaves in water for half an hour then sprinkling in the mordant and leaving the fabric in the ‘soup’  
a couple of hours to simmer they were able to make pale yellows, browns, oranges and even an intense 
black. Mistletoe & 1 dessert spoon of Alum (available from Chemists) gave a brighter yellow, Blue gum 
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leaves and wattlebark gave a brown, though orange on wool. Colourful eucalyptus bark gave interesting 
results also. Native cherry gave a yellow, Cootamundra wattle boiled with 1 dessertspoon of ferrous iron 
(available from garden centres), gave a deep black. Using copper sulphate instead of iron gave a rich 
grey. Wool needs to be wrapped in plastic so twigs don’ t get caught in it and you could try wrapping 
eucalyptus leaves in fabric for a ‘shibori’  effect. The colours will change with the seasons. 
 
Flower pounding 
Suzie Swinton showed us all some of the results of experimenting with flower pounding, the technique 
we were all admiring on Mary Kingsford’s challenge book cover. Suzie suggested a website recipe which 
can be found at www.hgtv.com/hgtv/cr_quilting_other /article/0,,HGTV_3305_1392411,00. Robyn Duncan 
from Canberra Needlework also has a flower pounding kit available for $39.95. Suzie also suggested the 
book, ‘Flower Pounding: Quilt projects for all ages”  by Ann Frischkorn and Amy Sandrin. Basically you 
treat the 100% natural fabric by soaking in an alum solution & hot water overnight. Mary then rinsed 
with napisan (washing soda=sodium percarbonate) though Suzie found she got better results if she didn’t 
rinse. You can’ t use very moist flowers and you need to remove the sappy bits. Then you paste the petals 
to the fabric with masking tape, turn the fabric over on to a hard surface then bash it to bits with a 
hammer! 
 
Rust dyeing 
Ola Robertson showed us some of her beautiful work using rust to dye fabric. Using natural fabrics first 
wet the fabric and squeeze out the excess water but leave damp. Sprinkle with coarse cooking salt and 
spray with vinegar. Place any object that will rust inside the fabric, eg. Chains, washers, a copper pipe 
will give green, roll it up in the fabric then leave it in a plastic bag, tied up so it’ s airtight, for a week. 
 
Tea dyeing 
For tea dyeing Ola recommends using 50 No-Name tea bags to 1 litre of boiling water to stew your fabric 
in, otherwise you can get Tannic acid from ‘Butts & Beers’  in Kaleen. 
 
Photographic transfer 
For a wonderful aged effect Ola uses teabag papers (dried out and with leaves removed) that have been 
dyed with a mixture of tea & burnt sienna dye, stiffened with medium or dilute pva glue, then feeds the 
teabag through her inkjet printer. Any scanned image or digital jpg file can be used. Or she uses tea-dyed 
muslin ironed on to Reynolds freezer paper (available from Spotlight & Sew simple) then feeds this 
through her inkjet printer. 
 
I’ ve also used the inkjet printer but using InkjetSet from the Thread Studio. This soaking solution allows 
the coloured inks from your inkjet printer to be set into the fabric. I used cotton batiste which has been 
attached to an A4 sheet of paper with spray-adhesive in my printer. 
 
Chenille 
Take about four layers of fabrics, cotton, silk or anything that frays well. Sew channels along the fabric 
the width of the foot of your sewing machine. A special slasher that can be purchased from Addicted to 
fabric can then be used to slash the fabric layers up the length of the channel sewn. Cutting with scissors 
is possible but is very hard on your hands. To fray the piece simply wash it in the machine and then 
tumble dry it or give it a brush with a hard bristle brush. Loose weave fabric works well and contrasting 
colours in the layers produces a very interesting effect. You could also try a central printed motif on the 
bottom layer and ‘ chenille’  over the top – the motif is still visible but in a more animated way. Try 
sewing the channels in contrasting directions. You could also try woven ribbons and twisted strips of 
fabric. Gillian was full of interesting and inspirational variations on the basic technique. Books she 
recommends are Variations in Chenille and New Directions in Chenille by Nanette Holmberg. 
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Book Review

BEGINNER’S GUIDE TO MACHINE EMBROIDERY by Pam Watts, Search Press 2003, ISBN 0 
85532 993 9 

On a recent trip to Melbourne I visited the Needlecraft bookshop which specialises in textile and craft 
books. I have read, and own, quite a few books on beginning machine embroidery so nearly went past 
this one. However, when I looked inside I was hooked. The techniques are simple but the effects are 
really stunning.  

The first few techniques only involve ordinary sewing stitches – couching threads, catching down bits 
of fabric with straight stitch and zig-zag, using satin stitch, changing to different feet such as the braiding 
and tailor tacking feet and sewing on water soluble fabric with automatic embroidery stitches. This all 
sounds a bit ho hum but the brightly coloured samples will make you think that perhaps simple is best! 

Free machine embroidery is introduced nearly halfway through the book. The practice stitching is 
simple and achievable, not hundreds of examples that confuse you. The instructions for set up are clearly 
written - in paragraph form. Personally, I prefer instructions like these in dot point or numbered so I can 
tick them off more easily. The chapters that follow free machining introduce the use of painted vliesofix, 
simple quilting effects, painting on fabric, layering sheers, using flexible fabrics such as butter muslin 
and ribbons to produce interest and texture, and finally using non traditional materials such as metal and 
wire. 

There are lots of pictures in this book, showing step by step instructions. There is an explanation of 
how each sample was achieved. The basic technique is explained and pictured, usually followed by 
instructions and pictures of variations - very simple to follow.  

If you are not feeling confident or are new to machine embroidery, this book will get you started with 
flair. If you are a master of this form of embroidery, you might like to have this book to dip into for 
inspiration when you need something that is quick and easy, but looks great! 

 
Needlecraft Book Service  
email: info@bookservices.com.au)    
Phone: (03) 9596 8742 
Barbara Kelly 

Net Review 

Website 
My mother has just come back from Forum at Orange with, inter alia, some beautifully fine dyed silk to 
weave.  She bought it from the Melbourne-based importer Ziguzagu, a firm importing and selling exotic 
Japanese textiles. Their shop is at Malvern Road, South Yarra and they have a warehouse (probably the 
venue TASDA members would be most interested in!) at 7-11 Hill Street, Richmond.   Ziguzagu’s 
 website is ziguzagu.net.  I can’ t personally vouch for the quality of their stock but a quick look at the 
website convinced me it would be worth a visit to their warehouse in Richmond when I’m down there 
just for the experience of the Japanese market style of it. – Margaret Ford  
 
 



OUR POETIC 
CORRESPONDENT FROM 

THE ROYAL EASTER 
SHOW 

 
The Easter  Show  
We went up to Sydney 
 for a few days on the go  
To represent our Tasda 
 at the Royal Easter Show 
 
The people all just stood in awe 
 and total fascination 
When Bonnie showed Shibori art 
 and her great manipulation 
 
Carol with her case so full 
 of her creative art 
Each piece made with so much love 
 each piece made from the heart 
 
Susan and her lovely girls  
 were busy all the day 
Their jewellery was so popular 
 with all who passed their way 
 
Colours of Genesis were admired 
 you could hear so many sighs 
For Robyn©s art with her painting brush 

 and those gorgeous, gorgeous dyes 
 
Sonia and her trusty machine 
 and  fabrics in a swag 
Delighted the crowd that ever so quick 
 she©d made an evening bag 
 
Nobody could believe that Jan  
 was using a crocket hook 
To make her exquisite jewelery 
 and create a brand new look 
 
Phillipa demoed felting 
 some folk had never seen 
Her work is just so clever 
 she is the Felting Queen 
 
My necklaces made of buttons 
 inspired more than a few 
To go right home and make one 
 I really hope they do 
 
 
We really were  a great big hit 
 and can modestly claim renown 
For long will Sydney remember                                                                         
 when Tasda came to town                                                                            
 
Norrie Mitchell - 2005 
 
 

 
 

Scarves for  the Tsunami Victims 
All the scarves have been sent, many, many large bags of them. And we have heard back from 

Solidaritas Perempuan (Solidarity of Women) that they have received them and write that they are 
delighted to ‘welcome to working with any institution/organisation who is willing to help Aceh peoples, 
specially women and children’ . 
 The first delivery of our scarves was received in Jakarta on 10th March. Others followed. 
Solidaritas Perempuan has an office in Banda Aceh and has 50 women working there in the refugee 
camp. They are working right in the midst of the reconstruction and it will be wonderful for them to be 
able to distribute something lovely to the women after their terrible ordeal and now ongoing insecurity. 
 In the process of talking to people in Canberra who were going to Aceh to work, it was 
wonderful to find so many prepared to take up a parcel as hand luggage. But our members had donated so 
many scarves that such a piecemeal method of delivery was impractical. In the end I was helped 
especially by Karina Pelling and Cemmy Quinn of the South East Asian Centre at ANU and by the 
AusAid staff. But it was an inspiring undertaking. 
 As Ms Salma S. Rahayaan writes, “On behalf of the women victims of the Tsunami, I would like 
to say many thanks for your attention and solidarity to them”. Thank you all for your support. – Marie 
Henkel 
 
PS. The Committee has asked me to add our thanks to Marie on behalf of the membership for the very 
hard work she put into organising this. Thanks Marie! 



 9 

� 	 ��� �

Workshops Meeting 
May  
3rd Sonia Burke, ‘Papillon evening 
 purse’ , Sonia’s house, 10am-2.30pm 
14th Maureen Mutton, ‘Design 
 workshop’ , Urambi Village Hall, 
 Kambah, $10 kit 
18th & 21st Lana Murray, ‘Beginners stamping’ , 
 Lana’s studio, 25 Wrenfordsley 
 Place, Latham, 10am-1pm, $25 
 workshop fee. 

16th Dianne Coward, ‘Crochet with wire 
and beads’  

 
To make a pair of earrings, you will need to bring to the 
meeting: 
- crochet hook, between 3mm and 5mm 
- saucer (so beads won’ t roll off the table) - or borrow one 
from the Irish Club. 
Optional: old scissors or small pliers to cut wire (we can share 
these) 
Either: 
- about 20 beads, different sizes and colours in combination 
that pleases you.   
- 1 metre of 26 guage beading wire 
- 

�

2 fittings for earrings 
OR buy a pack of beads, wire and fittings for $2 at the 
meeting. 
If you have made an article using this technique, bring it 
along to show the variety that is possible. 

June  
3rd Maureen Mutton, Fabric Design 

Principles, Urambi Village Hall, 
Crozier Cct, Kambah, $10 Kit fee 

7th or 11th Lana Murray, Stamping with 
Pearlex, Lana’s studio, 25 
Wrenfordsley Place, Latham, 10am-
1pm, $25 workshop fee 

25th Marlene Greenwood, Basic Silk 
Painting, 10am-4pm, Strathnairn, 
Stockdill Dr, Holt. 

20th Norrie Mitchell, Paper Manipulation 
Barbara Kelly, Tyvek & Foils 

 18th Textile Market Day for Tsunami 
Victims, Embroiderer’s Guild Hall, 
Gorman House. 

 23rd-24th Sydney Bus Trip 
July  
9th Susan Hey, Beaded Bracelets, 

Venue TBA 
26th Barbara Kelly, Using Tyvek & Foils, 

10am-2.30pm, Barbara’s house, 1/38 
Girrawheen St, Braddon. 

18th Sonia Burke, ‘Stack & Crack’  
patchwork 

August  
 15th Organisation for exhibition 
September  
 15th-18th Annual Exhibition 

 Opening 6pm Thursday 15th 
 Closing 3pm Sunday 18th 

October  
Date TBA Marlene Greenwood, Dyeing large 

pieces of Silk, 6 people limit, 
17th  
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Marlene’ s House, 24 Ballow Cres, 
Macgregor 

November  
10th Robyn Diener, Naphthol Dyes, Kippax 21st  
December  
 19th Christmas 
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CANBERRA IRISH CLUB 
 
NEW MEMBERSHIP �  RENEWAL  �   Membership No ……………… 
 

�   FAMILY �  SINGLE �  CONCESSION �  ASSOCIATE 
 $15  $10  $5  $3 
 
NAME   
 
ADDRESS   
 
SUBURB   POSTCODE   DOB   
 
AGE GROUP:  18-25 �  26-35 �  36-45 �  46-60 �  60+ �  
 
PHONE   MOBILE   
 
DO YOU WISH TO RECEIVE REGULAR EVENT SCHEDULES OF THE CLUB? 

�  NO 
�  YES – EMAIL ADDRESS   
 
DO YOU WISH TO RECEIVE FINANCIAL REPORTS? � YES � NO 
 
HAVE YOU ANY IRISH HERITAGE: 

� IRISH BORN  � FIRST GENERATION � SECOND GENERATION  � OTHER 
 
ARE YOU A: � SMOKER � NON-SMOKER 
 
I  HEREBY APPLY FOR MEMBERSHIP OF THE CANBERRA IRISH CLUB LIMITED. I  
AGREE TO ABIDE BY THE CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS OF THE CLUB AND 
DECLARE TAT I  HAVE ATTAINED THE AGE OF EIGHTEEN YEARS. 
 
SIGNED   DATE   
 
  
 

FULL MEMBERSHIP APPLICANTS ONLY 
 
FULL MEMBERS MUST BE PROPOSED AND SECONDED BY CURRENT FULL MEMBERS 
OF THE CANBERRA IRISH CLUB LIMITED. 
 
PROPOSER (PRINT)   SECONDER (PRINT)   
 
(SIGN)   (SIGN)   
 
BADGE   DATE   BADGE   DATE   
 
OFFICE USE ONLY 
RECEIPT NUMBER DATE M’SHIP LEVEL CARD NUMBER 
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