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Welcometo New Members

Donna Brewer, Maureen Bartle, Kay Johnstone, Caroline Luke-Evered, Cheryl Hammond, Christine K ondratenko,
Rhana Wright [apologies for missing you in the last newdletter — Ed.], Kaylene Bell, Jacqui Bond, Janine Crabb,
llsa Dingwall, Jo-Anne Hagger, Verna Mackintosh, Jan Regent, Julie Ann Reis, Lynne Sanders, Elizabeth Schlegel,
Sue Tongue, Jenny White, Maggie Whyte and Thelma Winroe. We hope you all enjoy your membership of
TASDA! Please feel freeto ask any member of the committee if you need any information.

...and avery sad farewell to our Treasurer, Julie Allen

Julie, we are all incredulous that she is gone! When | met this beautiful woman, Julie, | first noticed her long honey
blonde hair, very well kept...then her overall paleness, beautiful skin and upright stance...then the sweet, sensitive
smile. In repose her face was serious but then it would light up with that special smile.

She had agreed to help mein my TASDA role. We often sat together and chatted about our love of sewing.
How satisfying it was to develop soft, fragile materials into something strong and purposeful. She told me allittle of
her past, her schooldays, how she graduated, began nursing and had her children while she was quite young. | told
her about my family just feeling the empathy she exuded. She must have been a wonderful nurse.

At the last TASDA meeting [she attended] Julie was excitedly talking about her recent holiday in
Townsville where she met her school friends and had awonderful time. They al cried when she had to leave.

Julie always had a quiet demeanour and a warm personality. So my first impressions were of a soft
person...how wrong | was. She and | developed a team mentality, we automatically stood in for each other. |
dropped the TASDA bag off at the hospital, she left it on my doorstep. We didn't need to speak. | can be fussy,
Julie brought me down to earth every now and again, pragmatically reminding me that there is an appropriate time
for perfection. But then she was a perfectionist herself.

Bonnie Begg who loved Julie and is very upset told me that Julie was one of the best students she had ever
taught in her Fashion classes. And then at our first TASDA Exhibition | saw what Bonnie meant. Julie’s sewing,
especially the clothing she made was exquisite, correct, well-fitted, perfectly finished right down to the last tag. And
she loved colour, using it simply but imaginatively. She had found that being creative was wonderful and that being
amongst others who were creative was inspirational. And she expressed her enthusiasm straightforwardly, to the
public at craft shows, to newcomers and to the committee.

For her birthday, Ross paid for Julie to do a special Fashion course in Sydney. That was a time we
remember Julie's bubbly enthusiasm. Before she left she was excited talking about it. When she returned it was
clear that it had been thrilling. When she was happy Julie glowed.

Gradually as TASDA grew in strength Juli€’s involvement grew. She became our Treasurer and | can just
imagine the hours spent processing payments for amost anything our large group did. At meetings she was usually
too busy to speak socialy but then | knew that she loved to keep busy. Recently Sue Barrett told me that Julie
made thirty bags for our last Exhibition [2003] as well as three stylish garments that she modelled in the Fashion
Parade.

Finaly, Julie will be remembered for being a true member of our TASDA Committee. She had strong
opinions about issues and expressed them constructively. All of thisis why we are incredulous that our friend has
gone so quickly. We will definitely miss her. — Marie Henkel [many thanks to Marie for allowing us to include her
Eulogy from Julie’ s funeral]



From the President

Thisismy last report for 2004. Hardly seemslike 5
minutes ago | was welcoming you to a very exciting
and busy 2004 and now the Christmas decorations are
in the shops and the junk mail is piling up...ah! The
joys of Christmas...soon the interminable carols will
be wafting around the Shopping centres and the stress
dtarts.....what aterrible attitude but there you go.

Have you noticed our new address... PO Box 116
Curtin ACT 2605. We decided we needed a centra
mail address instead of changing addresses every time
we change Office Bearers so could all mail be
addressed there please and it will be given to the
appropriate office bearer.

The Exhibition was a wonderful success. The
positive comments we received and the number of
people who told us they mark it in their calendar every
year is very gratifying. The display itself was superb
and so different from last year. Just goes to show what
a diversified, talented group of artists we are.
Congratulations one and al. On a more mercenary
note, Robyn banked over $12,000 the majority of
which was paid back to varying artists for the sale of
their items.

My specia thanks go to the Committee whose
members spent many hours at CSIRO, setting up, co-
ordinating, doing various duties, taking down. As well
as the Committee | would like to thank Gill Hill and
Christine White for their management of the Bazaar.
They spent much time moving things around each day
to make sure the Bazaar looked as tempting at 3pm on
Sunday as it did at 6pm on Thursday. To the many
members who arrived right on schedule to take up their
roster duties - thank you. Without your help it would
be impossible to stage such a great event.

We have decided to stage our Exhibition at the
same venue next year and to celebrate the Year of
Microcredit (Interest-free loans available to mainly
women in developing countries who often use these
loans to start small businesses, many of them textile-
related, to improve lives for themselves and their
children — Ed.). We have decided the theme will be
‘From Rags to Riches'. Get out your thinking caps
and see what you can do. The recycling angle would be
very interesting. We will also continue with bags for
our raffle. Let’s see how many we can come up with
for next September. The AGM was held at the Hellenic
Club on Monday Oct.18". There were over 40 people
in attendance and 38 joined us for dinner at the
Taverna. We say goodbye to Bonnie, Robyn and
Patricia Fowler from the Committee. They have been
stalwarts of the Association and the new Committee
will be calling on their experience when necessary. On
your behalf | thank them for the hours of work and
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time they all give to the Association and hope they
enjoy their extra Monday nights off.

We welcome Maureen Mutton, Lesley Loxton,
Alison Callan and Dianne Coward to the Committee.
Each brings enthusiasm and expertise in various fields
to the Association and | am delighted that they are
prepared to give more of their time to its successful
progress. Thereis alist of the Committee members for
2005 later in the Newsletter. (back page — Ed.)

We are busy drawing up our timetable for
Workshops and Meeting Activities for next year. If
you would be prepared to run a workshop on any
subject that involves textiles please let us know. The
students are always willing to learn and they are all
well-trained !!!! We do all the organising.

The meeting activities will be a bit more hands on
next year and to start us off Norrie is going to show us
how to make her delightful button
necklaces...so.....the meeting on November 15" has a
requirement list (please see the list in ‘Diary’) so we
can al participate and have Christmas presents to
deliver to friends and family. Norrie tells me she made
a very pretty one out of shirt buttons and pyjama
buttons. It will be fun. Just bring as many buttons as
you can and we will share, buttons with holes and
buttons with shanks, doesn’t matter.

Our Christmas Dinner will be at the Hyatt again
this year. Thanks to Gillian Simpson and her husband
Peter, the cost is the same as last year. $39.50 per head
which includes all you can eat and wine and soft drink.
The Promenade Café is the venue again which suits us
very well. We ask you to pay in advance so make sure
you bring your money on Monday 15" . There is an

We are aso extending a challenge to our members
to keep your minds on textiles over the long summer

will receive a small Visual Diary and a piece of calico
in the post. The title of the challenge is “What can be
done with a little black book and a piece of calico”
Your challenge is to decorate, embellish, whatever, the
piece of calico to make a cover for the book. We'd like
to display them at our Exhibition next year like the
bags for the raffle. If you have started to use yours then
so much the better.

As the year comes to a very successful, busy and
satisfying end, | would like to wish you and your
families peace and joy a Christmas and good health
and prosperity for the coming year. If you are
travelling please stay safe.

Cheers
Sue



Reports

M eetings
Thelma Winroe' s Wraps — August 16th, 2004

For this meeting Thelma was enticed to come
and show us her beautiful shawls and evening
wraps that she's been sdlling at the Kingston Bus
Depot markets. Thelma takes beautiful, luxurious
fabrics, like silk brocades and delicate nets &
organzas, embellishes them with sequins, tassels
and fringe and tiny hand-rolled edges. Well, it
became very clear that Thelma was a kindred-spirit
and she was convinced at that meeting to come and
join us, and indeed showed many of her beautiful
wraps at our exhibition fashion parade. Welcome
Thelma and thank you for describing to us in such
loving detail, the joy and serenity that textile work
bringsto your life. — Ed.

Exhibition preparation — September 13th, 2004

The very next meeting was spent deep in
preparation for the Exhibition as the tension and
excitement mounted with the coming exhibit that
week. Lots of support for each other, last-minute
details to be ironed out and the decision to include
amemorial corner in the exhibition for both Judith
and Julie. —Ed.

Workshops
Exhibition workshops — September 18-19, 2004

In consideration of exhibition-frenzy there were
few workshops in the last few months but this was
more than made-up-for at the exhibition where
Patricia Fowler coordinated an excellent program
of mini-workshops for the members of the public

Announcements & reguests

Entry forms for the Canberra Times Crafts Expo at
the Royal Canberra Show are now available. The
Show will be on between February 25-27, 2005 and
the entry form is to be submitted by December 15,
2004. The schedule of classes and prizes is
available by phoning the Royal National Capitd
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who attended. Varied techniques from felting and
‘glitzing’ to paper-clay and scrapbooking were
taught and | spoke to at least one pupil who was
very impressed with the array of samples she had
quickly produced, &l happily destined for
Christmas cards! — Ed.

Patricia Fowler's Alter-Ego Dyes — October 16,
2004

Patricia delighted our senses with adelight of
colour and soft fabric. After avery detailed talk at
the beginning we were ready to get dyeing. So we
turned on the hotplates, boiled our water and added
the right amount of vinegar, salt and dye. There
was a huge variety in the colour combination
chosen. | choseto do light blue and dark blue,
others chose to do green and brown, or purple and
blue. After the first scarves came out of the potswe
were keen to continue on with another scarf with
even more colour and daring colour combinations.
Thisiswhere my pink and brown scarf cameto
life. Really it’ sjust a huge experiment and great
fun. Y ou don®always get what you expect, but
that®the best part. If you want to be able to repeat
a colour combination you need to take good notes
of the recipe used.

The best part isthat you can’t make amistake.
All the scarves ook good when ironed up and dry.

Thanks Patriciafor agreat day of fun, education
and inspiration. - Susan Hey

Agricultural Society office on 6241 2478. Our very
own Norrie Mitchell is an active member of the
volunteers coordinating the show, and the relatively
new Textiles section needs lots of support from
artists like us. Besides, it's a wonderful opportunity
to show the ACT the kind of origina, innovative
work we do. Beginners to professionds are
welcome to enter.



Don't forget to tell anyone you know about our
new address, as Sue mentioned above:
TASDA, PO Box 116, Curtin ACT 2605

Other ACT Textile Groups

Textile Network, Invited speakers on the 2nd
Thursday of each month, 7:30pm, Canberra School
of Art Theatre (upstairs) $5 at the door. Contact:
Marlene Greenwood, newsletter editor, e-mail
whimsy@webone.com.au. November 11th — Xmas
Party, Artist books, progressve diaries or just
scribble books, bring your own along to share,
entry by donation. CORRECTION: Sincerest
apologies to Gill Burke of the Silken Tent,
Braidwood, for the incorrect entry in the last
newsd etter.

Canberra Region Feltmakers, Meetings for 2004,
October 23, November 27" (Xmas Party &
AGM), 10" Anniversary Exhibition & Dinner,
December 3rd-5". ‘Rapt in Felt’, 25-29 May 2005,
CSIRO Discovery Centre, Clunies Ross St, 10am-
4pm. Parades Fri. & Sat. Contact: Betty Hudson,
6231 2669.

Exhibitions

‘Vivienne Westwood’, National Gdlery of
Australia, November 11", 2004 — January 30",
2005, Clothes, accessories, images, film & music
drawn from her personal archive and the collection
of the Victoria& Albert Museum.

Craft ACT, Leve 1, North Building, 180 London
Cct, ‘Craft for Xmas', November 13" — December
19",

‘Bright Flowers. textiles & ceramics of Central
Asia’, September 17", 2004 — February 6", 2005.
‘Pathways through paradise: oriental rugs from
Australian collections’, August 21%, 2004 — January
30", 2005. Powerhouse Museum, Sydney. Robyn
Diener is collecting names if anyoneisinterested in
an organised one-day bus trip to see these
exhibitions in late January. If you're interested in
attending please let her know at the next meeting.

Goulburn & District Arts & Crafts Inc., cnr Verner
& Bourke Sts, Goulburn, ‘Air — Earth — Water’, an
exciting exhibition of contemporary textiles by
Jean Collyer, November 28th, 2004 — January 12th,
2005, open daily 10am-4pm. Contact: 4822 7889.

Textiles by Canberra Creations, November 19th-
214, Fri 6.30pm, Sun & Mon 10am-4pm, Watson
Arts Centre, 1 Aspinall St, Watson. Contact: 6241
1670.

Conferences

April FORUM, (formerly Mittagong FORUM)
April 10th — 16th, 2005, Kinross Wolaroi School,
Orange, NSW, some vacancies may till be
available, information from Janet de Boer, TAFTA,
email: tafta@uqg.net.av.

Feltmakers Convergence, 8" Southern Hemisphere,
October 2nd-8th, 2005, Canberra. To go on their
mailing list for information contact: Liz Evans,
email: lizdave@netspeed.com.au or Betty Hudson,
email: bettyhudson@dodo.com.au (use Felt 2005 as
subject).

6th International Shibori Symposium (ISS ©5),
May 14™ - 17th, 2005, Tama Arts University,
Tokyo, Japan. www.shibori.org. Contact by email:
shibori8@pacbell.net.

Wearable Art & Art-to-wear Parades
Fashion Fantasa, Wrest Point Casino, Hobart,
Saturday, November  13th, 2004, www.
fashionfantasia.com.au.

Fashion Flair & Fantasy, May 5th-6th, 2005,
Contact: Marlene Greenwood, email
whimsy@webone.com.au to receive an entry form
and details of categories.

New Zealand' s World of Wearable Art, Sept 23rd-
25th, Sept 30th-Oct 2nd, 2005, Welington Events
Centre, NZ. www.worldofwearabl eart.com.
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Using Nappy Linersasa substitute for Vliesofix
Note: the nappy liners | use, | bought at the Ainslie IGA. They are Black and Gold brand and cost $2 for 100 white
liners. Nappy liners can be used in a sandwich construction or for appliqué.
Sandwich Construction
1. Lay down your base material
2. Lay down the nappy liner
3. Ontop of the nappy liner placeitems for decoration eg threads, small fragments of material, leaves, crystal
shred, beads etc. Don’t cover the whole surface leave gaps so the top layer can stick to the nappy liner.
4. Lay aseethrough fabric on top e.g. net or chiffon
Place a sheet of baking paper on top and press with avery hot iron. Don’t iron for too long, look at the
piece and press again if required.
Variations: Y ou can paint the nappy liners with acrylic paints.
Y ou can leave off the top layer in 4 above, and machine embroider.
Y ou can do steps 1, 2 and 5 above and then foil with acool iron

Appliqué
1. Lay the nappy liner on wrong side of appliqué material.
2. Presswith asheet of baking paper and very hot iron.
3. Cut out required shape of appliqué
4. Iron the shape onto the base material, nappy liner side down.

The disadvantages of nappy liners compared with vliesofix are that the liners leave more residue which can be seen
on the base material. Thisisless evident if you paint the liner.

Secondly, because you need to use a high heat to dissolve the glue in the liners, materials that require a low heat
setting may not be compatible. You can dissolve the glue with high heat first, then add the low heat item later and
seeif it adheres. — BarbaraKelly

Fibrespeak

Textile definitions

Organic forms Shapes used in the work that resemble unidentifiable living forms, and indicate that the
artist is deeply concerned with life, growth and the environment.

Working intuitively Making it up; playing by ear. Many textile artists ...begin by playing sensuousy
with their fabric collection, and developing any subsequent inspiration. To some, this seems less worthy
than working on intricately detailed plans, drawings and preordained concepts. However, those who
belong to the intuitive school often find that by the time the plans are drawn and the diagrams detailed,
the freshness has gone out of the idea and they are anxious to move on to something el se.

Fragment Small piece of work with unfinished edges; presented as precious. Sometimes a large piece
that lacks charisma can be successfully recycled into severa smaller fragments. These can then be
presented as a series.

Series Several works with the same theme, usually using the same media, and possibly originating from
the same piece. This is dso a good way to get additiona mileage out of one bright idea. — quoted
liberally from Textile Fibre Forum Magazine, 1994.
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Book Review

LAYERS OF STITCH — Contemporary Machine Embroidery by Valerie Campbell-Harding and
Maggie Grey (Published by Batsford) ISBN: 0 7134 8906 5

This comprehensive softcover book thoroughly covers many aspects of contemporary textile art and
clearly explains many techniques. There are Sections entitled, ‘ Backgrounds', ‘ Slips & Patches’, ‘ Putting
it al together’ and * Edges, Tassels and Trimmings looking at the way in which a detailed work is built
up, layer by layer, from the background through to the fina details. Each section contains detailed ideas
for inspiration and experimentation using various media, including X pandaprint, the ever-useful nappy
liner, metal shim and many more. For those devotees who are interested in digita designs made from
your sewing machine's software there's an entire sub-section devoted to ways of using the in-built
designs from your machine as well as designing your own motifs. Altogether a very interesting and
inspiring book which got my design juices flowing and added to my already long list of ‘things to try out

when | get thetime'. — Heather Aspinal

Net Review

Visual Artist Websites

Nationa Association for the Visua Arts
www.visualarts.net.au.

| came across this website by accident and
decided to give it a better look. It has some
redly interesting publications on the
membership page that our members might
benefit from. Things like Copyright, Artists
Scaes of Fees, Wages & Artwork and
Phaotographing Artworks would be of interest to
individuals and the association if we are to put

in an application for [grants in the future]. There
is aso a publication for preparing grant
applications a www.visuaarts.net.au/
nava/marketplace. - Susan Hey

On asimilar vein | found another website which
looks at jobs available in the arts industry, and
the latest news from the arts world in Australia,
www.artshub.com.au. — Ed.

MELBOURNE TEXTILE SHOPS

Inspired by our recent trip to Sydney and how
much fun | had on that trip, checking out
interesting stores and buying lots of supplies, |
decided to do a little reconnaitre of Melbourne
textile supplies while | was there for the first
week of the school holidays in September.
Given that this was just one week after our
exhibition it seemed a good way to come down
from the excitement of that time, al the hard

work and relax while still doing something
useful toward textiles! Well, any excuse for a
good shop will do... | found so many great
shops | decided | just had to share them with
you dl in the hope that you're able to check
them out if you're going that way or even with
the possibility of another TASDA trip, even
further afield....!



The first place | found on my expedition was
Artisan Books at 159 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy
(open 10am-5.30pm). This cute little store
specidises in craft, art & design books, both
second-hand and new, and my son and | spent a
lovely haf-hour or so browsing through the
titles in quiet and contemplative solitude (we
had the shop to ourselves at 10.30am). They adso
run a mail-order service so check out ther
website if you're interested in what they have to
offer, www.artisan.com.au.

Next we looked in the window of a
fascinating vintage clothes shop just down the
road, caled Circa, but unfortunately they were
closed for the day and | never got back there to
explore further. | couldn't tell which was more
interesting, that window or the PVC exotica of
the Gothic shop next door — Fitzroy is a funky
nei ghbourhood!

| went looking for the Needlecraft
mail order book service that | use and found its
small showroom in Brighton, at 211 Bay Street.
With a huge warehouse out the back there’' s no
need for a big showroom, but they do have a lot
of speciaig craft publications. Worth looking
at.

The lady at Kraft Kolour in Preston,
107 Plenty Rd, was wonderfully friendly and

to encourage him. Her shop is plentifully
stocked with awhole wall of fibre-reactive dyes
and supplies associated with dyeing. She aso
has white fabrics for dyeing, wools, brushes,
stamps, paints, and magazines & books for
inspiration. Very worth the trek to find it in
suburban Melbourne.

Trimmings & Remnants in Pascoe
Vale (164 Cumberland Rd) is the mecca for
theatrical supplies of all kinds. With 2 rooms
devoted to glitzy fabrics, another 2 rooms to
trimmings, diamantes, jewelry findings, beads,
flowers, feathers, lace motifs, you name it and
they had it! | was there on a weekday and the
place was packed with people doing their brida
shopping and organizing dance frocks for
themselves and their daughters. Overwhelming
with supplies packed to the ceiling but spoiled
for choice!

The only place | didn't get to but
wanted to was Passion de Soie for Alter-Ego
Dyes in Kew (237 High St). Well, maybe next
time! And even with this list I'm sure | haven't
exhausted the possibilities for textile shopping
in Mebourne. So if you have any further
suggestions, or if there’'s something wonderful |
missed, please let me know and I'll publishitin
later editions of the newdetter. Happy shopping

helpful, admiring my son's sketches of in the meantime! - Ed
Melbourne and giving him a free Visua Diary

EVENING AT ‘CANBERRA ARTSMARKETING’

What: Canberra Arts Marketing

Where: At the Theatre in the CanberraMuseum & Art Galery

When: Monday, 27" September 2004 at 6pm

Why: TASDA hasjoined this peak body and a member should go to each event.

Who: The small theatre was full of arts group representatives. Most knew each other by name and

there was lots of networking.

The topic of the evening was politica as they had four candidates representing four parties for the ACT
election to speak on what could be done for the arts if they were elected.
Incidentally we discovered these useful bits of information:
- Themusic arts are trying to establish a stronger basein Canberra
Thereis afeeling that major Canberra buildings should have art works featured on or in them to take

away the sterility of the architecture
Poetry may be focussed on with afestival

Libraries may extend their exhibition character

There are government grants that can assist the ‘arts needy’. These can be applied for under ‘arts
grants or ‘women’s grants', etc. All grants applications need a long lead time and there is a peer
assessment process that |eads to recommendations to the minister before budget time.
Belconnen will probably get some kind of arts complex built. There is alot of discussion about the
need for it, the form it should take, when to start designing it, who will useit, etc. etc.

Marie Henkel



Wor kshops | Meeting

November

6th Joan James, Shibori (repeat), 15th Norrie Mitchell’ s Button Necklace'
Strathnairn, Holt, FULL Please Bring your own supplies:

20th Heather Aspindl, Tambour
Embroidery, Learn how to bead or What you need for a button Necklace:
embroider large areas quickly using the | About 100 buttons - various sizes. Can beflat and
tambour needle. FULL shank. Decorative or plain. | have made a nice one for

summer using shirt and pyjama buttons only.

3 metres Embroidery floss (6-stranded fancy work

cotton)

Tapestry needle

Scissors

The Calico Patch at Federation Square has bags of
buttons for $8, or three bags for $20. Y ou get 300g or
about 250 buttonsin each bag. They are excellent.

I@n not sure what Hobby Sew in Cohen St Belconnen
have now, but they did have some earlier in the year.
Smaller bags so you would have to buy a couple of bags
to make the necklace. Worth alook though. — Norrie

Addicted to Fabric also has button bags — Ed.

December

13th TASDA Christmas Dinner
Hyatt Hotel, Promenade Café, 6.30pm
for 7pm dinner, $39.50 pp, please pay
a the next meeting if you’ re planning
to attend, partnerswelcome.

February 2005

Workshops to be announced | 21% Suitcase Sdle

March

217 Norrie Mitchell ‘ scrumbling/freeform
knitting’

April

| 18" Gillian Hill, * Chenille

May

16" Dianne Coward, ‘ Crocheting with
beads
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